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Take Action! Oppose HB 506 (Replaces HB 387): "No
Surprises Act"

The House Health & Welfare Committee introduced HB 506 this
week, which is a new version of HB 387. There are no substantive
changes to the bill, just technical and re-wording changes. HB 506
was drafted by insurance companies behind closed doors with no
representation or input from physicians. IMA remains ready to sit
down at the negotiating table to find a fair solution, and we hope
insurance companies will decide to do the same.

HB 506 STILL imposes government price controls on healthcare
services and will STILL force physicians to accept discounted rates
they have not agreed to. The bill STILL gives insurers 100% of the
negotiation power to establish rates on a take it or leave it basis and
STILL gives providers no recourse.

HB 506 will hurt access to care as hospitals will struggle to provide
on-call physician services for their local communities. This will
especially impact rural communities, where the existing physician
shortage is felt more acutely. This legislation will also
disproportionately harm independent physician practices, most of
which are small businesses

Physicians can make a difference!  If you have NOT contacted
your legislators, please contact them TODAY. If you HAVE
already contacted your legislators, please send another

message.

Visit bit.ly/Oppose506 to Ask Legislators to OPPOSE HB 506

Help Raise Awareness on the Dangers of HB 506

 
View this email in your browser  

http://bit.ly/Oppose506


We need your help sharing the truth and stopping HB 506. We are
looking for physicians who would be willing to submit a letter to the
editor to their local paper. If you are willing to help, please email IMA
Communications Director, Amika Empey, at amika@idmed.org.
Amika can help you craft your letter to the editor and submit it to the
proper media outlets. This outreach campaign will be crucial to
changing the public dialogue and Idahoan’s perception of this
legislation.
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The Idaho Medical Association Welcomes New
Members
A warm welcome to these physicians who have recently joined the
IMA:

Ginger Allen, MD, Family Medicine, Meridian,
George Bandow, MD, Cardiovascular Disease, Salmon
Brian Berk, MD, Gastroenterology, Ketchum,
Stephen Byrd, MD, Psychiatry, Boise,
Logan Byrne, DO, Internal Medicine, Boise,
Victoria Byrne, DO, Internal Medicine, Boise,
Anna Chase, MD, Family Medicine, Coeur d'Alene,
Arvind Chaudhry, MD, Oncology, Spokane
Patrick Cole, MD, Plastic Surgery, Boise
Emily Corrigan, MD, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Boise
Jessica Duvall, MD, Pediatrics, Boise
Cathryn Erickson, DO, Internal Medicine, Ketchum
Leila Ford, MD, Pediatrics, Boise
Paul Fowler, MD, Pediatrics, Ketchum
Stephen Gale, MD, General Surgery, Boise
Andrew Gardner, MD, Internal Medicine, Plummer
Nicholas Gorden, MD, Internal Medicine, Boise
Garth Gulick, MD, Family Medicine, Vale
Jeffrey Heslop, MD, Cardiovascular Disease, Boise
Nicholas Hodgman, MD, Cardiovascular Disease, Nampa
Nicholas Homer, MD, Internal Medicine, Boise
Amy Khan, MD, Administrative Physician, Salt Lake City
Jessica Maddox, MD, Pediatrics, Boise
Daisy Miller, DO, Family Medicine, Ontario
Danielle Miller, DO, Family Medicine, Boise
Purushothaman Muthusamy, MD, Cardiovascular Disease,
Nampa
Mark Nassir, MD, Administrative Physician, Boise
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IMA Prior Authorization Results Part 2: Physician Impact
In September, IMA conducted a survey among our members about Prior Authorization (PA) in Idaho.

http://miec.com/
mailto:amika@idmed.org


On average, Idaho physicians and their staff spend more than 1
business day (10 hours) each week completing PAs.

47% of Idaho physicians have staff who work exclusively on PAs

The AMA conducted this survey at a national level and respondents reported spending on average
16.4 hours on PA each week, more than two business days. 34% said they have staff who work
exclusively on PA.

How the IMA is Helping to Reduce the PA Burden

In July of 2018, with support from IMA, several physicians organized the Idaho Physician Well-Being
Action Collaborative. As our first project, we chose to focus on simplification of medication prior
authorization.

Recently, the Action Collaborative reached out to the Department of Insurance and the governor’s
office with a request to formally recognize the workgroup and sanction this collaboration’s effort to
discuss and recommend actionable strategies to enhance the prior authorization process. It would
enable transparency of data between public payers, private health carriers, third-party purchasers,
physicians/clinicians and others involved in the prior authorization process. We are anticipating a
decision after the legislative session on whether or not the workgroup will be approved.

IMA will work with payers to provide a transparent process for determining PA requirements for
health services and medications. In addition, IMA will seek elimination of PA requirements for
services and medications that are routinely approved at least 85 percent of the time.

[Back to Top]

 
Grant Funding Available For Gateway Integration Into Electronic Health
Records Workflow Systems 
Through a federal grant, the Idaho Board of Pharmacy (BOP) has funding to provide for the
integration costs and the first year of license fees for hospitals and clinics to integrate with Gateway.
BOP officially launched the PDMP Gateway, operated by Appriss, Inc., as the Idaho prescription
drug monitoring program (PDMP) vendor in 2016. 

This program enables the integration of PDMP data directly into electronic medical records and
pharmacy dispensing systems. This integration allows instant access of PDMP data for prescribers
and pharmacists without logging in to a separate web portal.  The BOP has heard concerns
regarding the time associated with logging in to the current PDMP. Integration with Gateway will
streamline access and eliminate the time burden on end users. BOP believes this is a terrific tool to
assist providers in the fight against opiate abuse.

In addition, the federal grant provided the means for BOP to implement NarxCare into the Idaho
Prescription Drug Monitoring Program website.  NarxCare is a platform that provides a more
comprehensive tool to identify, prevent, and manage controlled substance use.  The NarxCare
report includes a patient’s NarxScores, Predictive Risk Scores, Red Flags, Rx Graph and access to
resources.  Locations already subscribing to and paying a license fee for NarxCare will no longer be
charged.



For more information on the impact Gateway integration has had on data sharing go to
www.pdmpworks.org/index.html . 

For additional information about funding availability and the integration process, contact Teresa
Anderson at the Idaho Board of Pharmacy at 208-334-2356 or teresa.anderson@bop.idaho.gov or
Ellen Mitchell at ellen.mitchell@bop.idaho.gov

[Back to Top]

 
Modified HIPAA Rules for Sending Records to Third Parties
Thanks to a federal judge, the Office for Civil Rights has modified its rules for sending records to
third parties.  Covered entities are no longer required by HIPAA to send non-electronic protected
health information (“PHI”) to a third party at the patient’s request.  In addition, covered entities are
no longer limited to charging a reasonable cost-based fee when sending records to a third party. 

For more information about these changes, visit www.hollandhart.com/publications and read Kim
Stranger’s report on the Holland and Hart Health Law Blog.

[Back to Top]

 
Update: Cigna Evaluation and Management Services Reimbursement Policy
Effective for claims processed on or after March 16, 2020, Cigna will deny reimbursement for
evaluation and management (E&M) services billed with Current Procedural Terminology (CPT®)
code 99211 appended with modifier 25 when billed alone or with another procedure code on the
same date of service. Only the line item on the claim for CPT code 99211 appended with modifier 25
will be denied. 

More details of this change will be updated in the Reimbursement policy for Evaluation and
Management Services (R30). 

To receive Cigna's Network News, Sign Up at CignaforHCP.com. 

[Back to Top]

 
Renew Your IMA Membership for 2020!
To renew your membership online:

- Go to www.Idmed.org

- Click the “Join/Renew” button on the home page

- Click the “Renew Membership” button

- Login using your email

From your member portal, you can view and pay your 2020 membership dues. (Every member has
a member profile, please do not recreate yours.)

For assistance, please contact our Membership Department at 208-344-7888 or
membership@idmed.org.

[Back to Top]

https://www.pdmpworks.org/index.html
mailto:teresa.anderson@bop.idaho.gov
mailto:ellen.mitchell@bop.idaho.gov
https://www.hollandhart.com/publications
https://txma-ima.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/CignaforHCP.com
http://www.idmed.org/
mailto:membership@idmed.org


 
IMA Education Webinar Series
Wednesday, February 19, 12:15 – 1:30 pm (MT)

Medicare Wellness, Illness, and Care Management Visits: Reviewing documentation and billing
requirements for each service (1 CEU)

Register today to join IMA Reimbursement Director Pam Fischer, CPC, COC, CPMA on
Wednesday, February 19 for the next webinar, Medicare Wellness, Illness, and Care Management
Visits: Reviewing documentation and billing requirements for each service (1 CEU)

*The IMA has switched back to using TelSpanWeb for all 2020 Education Series webinars.
IMA apologizes for any technical difficulties from the previous service provider. We look forward to
working with TelSpanWeb again.

Don’t miss this valuable webinar! To register, visit idmed.org. You can now register online for any of
the IMA 2020 Education Webinars. Questions? Contact the IMA at 208-344-7888 or
rebecca@idmed.org.

This program has received prior approval by the American Academy of
Professional Coders (AAPC) for one (1) continuing education credit. Granting of
prior approval in no way constitutes endorsement by AAPC of the program

content or the program sponsor.

[Back to Top]

 
Idaho Healthcare Alliance Bootcamp 2020
Please join Kim Stanger and Lisa Carlson from Holland and Hart Law Firm for a complimentary full-
day Compliance Bootcamp sponsored by IMA. This seminar, designed for the healthcare
industry, will cover compliance issues that often impact administrators, compliance officers, HR
specialists, and other healthcare professionals. 

The bootcamp will cover topics including fraud and abuse laws; patient consent; creating and
terminating patient relationships; interpreters, translators, and assistance for those with disabilities,
EMTALA; HIPPA; telemedicine; cybersecurity; and employment issues.

RSVP and view the full detailed agenda visit bit.ly/ComplianceBootcamp

When: Friday, February 28, 2020 from 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM MST

Where: McCleary Auditorium, St. Alphonsus, 1055 N. Curtis Road, Boise, ID 83706

Note: This Bootcamp will be offered in-person and via webinar. To participate via webinar, please
make the appropriate selection on your RSVP-login details will be provided with your confirmation
email.

[Back to Top]

 
Apply For State Loan Repayment Program

The Idaho State Loan Repayment Program is now accepting applications for loan repayment
awards to providers. This funding is designed to improve access to care in rural and underserved

https://www.idmed.org/Idaho/Idaho_Public/Events/Event_DetailCore.aspx?EventKey=2020WEBED&WebsiteKey=4fb4650f-db88-454a-92f7-d52f9b092b3c
mailto:rebecca@idmed.org
http://bit.ly/ComplianceBootcamp


Idaho communities. Applications must be mailed or delivered to the Bureau of Rural Health &
Primary Care by Friday, March 13 at 5 PM MST. To view the guidelines and application, visit
bit.ly/StateRepaymentProgram 

[Back to Top]

 
Survey: Reporting Non-Physician Outcomes
Idaho physicians have become very concerned about the public health implications of the scope of
practice expansions of various non-physician providers in Idaho in recent years.  Examples include
pharmacist prescribing, naturopath licensure, prescribing by psychologists, chiropractic medication
use, optometric care, and others.

At the 2018 Idaho Medical Association Annual Meeting and House of Delegates, Resolution 203(18)
was adopted directing IMA to develop an information collection system where Idaho physicians can
send in anecdotes and reports on potentially dangerous care practices and/or adverse patient
outcomes derived from care by non-physician providers in Idaho.

If you have a non-physician outcome report that you wish to submit to the IMA, please do so by
using this collection tool: bit.ly/NonPhysicianOutcomes

[Back to Top]

 
February is American Heart Month
Heart disease can often be prevented by identifying risk factors and making healthy lifestyle
choices. Help your Medicare patients reduce their risk. Recommend appropriate preventive
services, including cardiovascular disease screening tests and intensive behavioral therapy for
cardiovascular disease.

For More Information:

- millionheart.hhs.gov: An HHS initiative to prevent a million heart attacks and strokes

- www.cdc.gov/heartdisease/

- https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health-topics/education-and-awareness/heart-month
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APRNAC Representative Needed
The Board of Medicine has four physician representatives on the Advanced Practice Registered
Nurse Advisory Committee (APRNAC). There is currently an opening for a physician to serve on the
APRNAC. BOM is looking for a physician that the Board may nominate to the Board of Nursing for
appointment to this Committee.

BOM representatives to the APRNAC serve three-year terms. The Committee meets quarterly or
when determined necessary. Meetings are held in Boise or by teleconference with travel and related
expenses reimbursed by the Board of Nursing; in-person meetings are one day in length and usually
allow time for morning travel and afternoon departure.

Committee Duties: (a) respond to questions posed by the board or board staff regarding advanced
practice nursing; (b) consider non-routine applications for advanced practice nursing licenses and

http://bit.ly/NonPhysicianOutcomes
https://millionhearts.hhs.gov/
http://www.cdc.gov/heartdisease/
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health-topics/education-and-awareness/heart-month


make recommendations to the board; (c) review complaints against advanced practice nurses and
make recommendations to the board; and (d) recommend to the board the scope of practice of
advanced practice nurses, using national standards as a guideline.

If you are interested, please submit a letter and curriculum vita or resume to Anne
Lawler(anne.lawler@bom.idaho.gov) by March 1, 2020.

[Back to Top]

 
ECHO Idaho’s Free Continuing Education Offerings
Upcoming Behavioral Health in Primary Care Settings Sessions

Date: Wed 2/19/20 12 PM – 1 PM MT

Topic: Helping Patients Break the Stigma Against Mental Health, Michelle Cullinan, NP

To join from PC, Mac, iOS or Android, visit bit.ly/EchoBehavorialHealth Password: 208208

Upcoming Opioid Addiction and Treatment Sessions

Date: Thursday, 2/27/20 12:15 – 1:15 PM MT

Topic: Harm Reduction: Idaho’s Needle Exchange Law, Ian Troesoyer, DNP

To join from PC, Mac, iOS or Android, visit bit.ly/EchoOpioidAddiction Password: 208208

[Back to Top]

 

 

 
Medical Practice Opportunities

Family Physician Provider Opportunity with Primary Health Medical Group

Established primary care group in Boise, Idaho is seeking a board certified/eligible family physician
to work in APPOINTMENT BASED FAMILY PRACTICE clinics in Boise, Meridian, Nampa, Kuna or

Caldwell, Idaho.

SIGNING BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PARTNERSHIP MAY BE AVAILABLE.

Hospital call for this appointment based position is 1:30 and is only phone calls.  Hospitalist
coverage is provided. We have a nurse triage service that handles most of our patient calls.

Boise/Caldwell offers a complete complement of sub-specialties for physician support and a very
competitive compensation package. For more information, contact Becky Nelson at

becky.nelson@primaryhealth.com.

To place a Medical Practice Opportunities Classified Advertisement, please contact:

Amika Empey, Director of Communications at 208-344-7888 or

mailto:anne.lawler@bom.idaho.gov
http://bit.ly/EchoBehavorialHealth
http://bit.ly/EchoOpioidAddiction
mailto:becky.nelson@primaryhealth.com


by email amika@idmed.org.
 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events

February 19,
2020

IMA Education Webinar - Medicare Wellness, Illness and Care Management Visits:
Reviewing documentation and billing requirements for each service (1 CEU)

February 25,
2020 Free MAT Waiver Training by ECHO Idaho

Additional information and registration forms for seminars 
are available at www.idmed.org.
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